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dom League and the Socialist group. The reactionary
groups of the AFPFL and the Socialist Party under the
leadership of Aung San agreed to collaborate with the
imperialists and joined the Government to form a cabinet.

In October 1946, the Communist Party was expelled
from the AFPFL. A rival trade union organisation
called the Trade Union Congress (Burma) and a pea*
sants' organisation called the Peasant Organisation
(Burma) under the leadership of the reactionary section
of the AFPFL and Socialist Party, were set up.

The workers and peasants rose in revolt against the
treachery of the Aung San clique and the 'Socialists. In
Central Burma the supporters of the Freedom League
rose up ,in armed revolt.

Thakin Nu was selected as Prime Minister by the
imperialists and a puppet government of anti-working
class reactionaries was set up to carry out the secret
negotiations in accordance with the new strategy of
British imperialism for re-establishing imperialist domi-
nation. The new Government of Burma was created by
the British imperialists after reducing the country to a
state of financial bankruptcy and ensuring complete
political, economic and military dependence on Anglo-
American imperialism.

In March 1949, a general strike was called by the
ABTUC in Rangoon among workers in British-owned
factories, refineries, dockyards, workshops, etc. Troops
were mobilised to protect British property and repress
the strike and the trade unions and peasant unions were
closed down. The army attacked the workers and Com-
munists, injuring over 100. The workers were forced back
to work by the military police, but the peasants under
the leadership of the Communist Party of Burma had
to take up armed resistance against the brutal action
of the Thakin Nu Government Thus, armed struggle
spread throughout Burma.

The All-Burma Trade Union Congress is the only
true representative organisation of the Burmese work-
ing class. It is supported not only by the vast majority
of the working class but also by the peasantry and all
progressive democratic elements. The reactionary
Thakin Nu Government set up by the military authori-